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10 0f 13 SDF .
MLAs iﬂii‘{\ vl
BJP in Sikkim

1 a boost for BJE, 10 of 13
-~ MLAs of Pawan Kumar-
Chamhng-led Sikkim De-
—f mocratic Fr-
ont {SDF) joi-
Y 1 nedrhesafiton
§ party on Tues-
day making it
the main oppo-
] sitioninastate
V\hE[‘B it had failed to win a
single seat in the recent as-
sembly polls. After the defec-
tions, SDF is left with three
MLAs. Ten lawmakers met
! BJP working president JP
i Nadda and joined the party
in thepresenceof its general
© secretary Ram Madhawv SD¥
" ruled the state for over 25 ye-
“ars before it lost power Inre-
cent polls. SDF won 13seats; [
while its rival, Sikkim Kran- s
Morcha, won 17 seats in the
32-member assembly P9
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10 of his 13 MLAS

desert

Chamling, flock to BJP

Won NO Seat BUtBJP Largest Oppn Paﬂy

Tismes News Nrrworw 2 k

't JUST LIKE THAT sorunsy

Gangiok/New De]}u BJP
made more gains in the
nertheast as 10 of 13 MLAs
of Sikkim Democratic
Front (SDF) joined the sai-
fron party on Tuesday mak-
ingitthemainopposifion in
astate where ithad fatled to
win a single seat in the re-
centassembly polls,

After the defections that
left SDF chief Pawan Ku-
mar Chamling with just
three MLAs in his fold, the
ten lawmakers met BJP
working president J P Nad-
da and joined the party in
the presence of its general
secretary Ram Madhay,
who is in charge of the par-
ty'saffairsintheregion.

Madhav told reporters
that the SDF had a strength
of 15 MLAs and its legisla-
ture party decided to merge
with the BJP. Two-third or
more lawmakers of a party
canchangesides withoutvi-

Join BJP to avaid probes and raids

olating the anti-defection
law, BJP will play the roleof
aconstructiveoppositionin
the state, Madhav said.
Chamling-led SDFrujed the
statefor over 25 years before
he lost power in the recent
elections. SDF won 13 seats
whileitsrival Sikkim Kran-
tikari Morcha won 17 in the
32-member assembly in the

recent polls. Sincetwooi'the
SDF MLAs had won fom
two seats, the party's ac-ual
sirength in the House was
reduced to 13, The 10 MLAs
whe joined BJP include for
mer SDF ministers Dorjee
Tshering Lepcha. Tgen
GyatsoBhutiaand Narer.dra
Kumar Subba. They had
teen camping in Delhi since
the past several weeks and
had met Ram Madhava week
ago Lepcha said they were
impressed with the “look
east” policy of the Narer.dra
Modi government.

“Sikkim is a small State
with three international bor-
ders. Wo want BJP to win in
Sikkim. The youths from the
state are with the BJE We
want the BIP leaders shouid
take reformative steps in
Sikkim too like in rest ot the
country,” Lepchasaid.

Thisisthefirsttime that
MLAs of aregionalparivin
Sikkim jeined a national
party “enmasse”, hesaid.




